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Upcoming Events

March 25, 2013
Board of Directors Meeting

April 17, 2013
University of Illinois Rockford
Research Day

April 22, 2013
Board of Directors Meeting

April 26 – 28, 2013
ISMS House of Delegates Meeting
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WCMS Annual Meeting  and Vendors Fair

WCMS Annual Meeting and Vendors Fair was held on

Wednesday, January 30, 2013.William N.Werner, MD, President,

ISMS was the featured speaker.

Dr. John DeGuide, Dr. William Kobler, Dr. Frank Nicolosi, 
Dr. William Werner, Dr. Richard Field, Dr. Christopher Gibbs
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New Laws on Health Care for 2013
Illinois kicked off 2013 with close to 150 new laws on

the books. Here are several that are of importance to

Illinois physicians.

Alzheimer’s Disease (HB4548/PA97-768) 

Creates an Alzheimer’s Disease Assistance Plan and as

advisory committee to hold public meetings through-

out the state, and to use webcasts and online surveys

to get feedback from patients and health care profes-

sional.

Elder Abuse Records (HB5266/PA97-864) 

Expands the list of persons and agencies that have

access to all records generated as the result of a

report of elder abuse, neglect, financial exploitation and

self-neglect investigations.

Group Healthcare Purchasing (SB 2885/PA97-

715) Changed the law under which health insurance

co-ops may be formed. Increases the maximum number

of employees that a participating employer can have

from 500 to 2,500 and adds language that state health

purchasing groups “shall utilize a licensed insurance

producer” to obtain insurance for the group.

“Oxy” Dealers (HB 5250/PA97-997) 

Provides for increased penalties for dealing in certain

prescriptions pain killers containing hydrocodone, dihy-

drocodeinone, dihydrocodeine or oxycodone. Proposed

by the Cook County State’s Attorney in response to a

case in which a Skokie pharmacist changed with divert-

ing about 70,000 prescription pain killer pills faced only

a maximum prison penalty of two to five years.

Postsurgical Recovery (HB 5050/PA 97-987)

Defines “ambulatory surgical treatment center” or

ASTC”. Allows patients to be discharged from a post-

surgical recovery care center in less than 24 hours if

the attending physician or the facility’s medical director

believers the patient has recovered enough. Provides

that blood products may be administered in the post-

surgical recovery care center model. Allows a postsur-

gical recovery care center model to provide sleep labo-

ratory or similar sleep studies.

News From ISMIE
Policyholder can realize policy value and peace of mind

should a formal investigation occur by the Illinois

Department of Professional Regulation (IDFPR) or from

Medicare or Medicaid. Reimbursement of legal expenses,

after meeting a deductible is met, is now include in your

ISMIE coverage at no extra charge.

IDFPR: A physicians can receive up to $30,000 reim-

bursement of legal expenses for any one proceeding,

after first meeting a $1,000 deductible.

Medicare/Medicaid: the coverage provides a policyholder

up to $30,000 reimbursement to legal expenses for any

one Medicare or Medicaid investigation, after first meet-

ing a $1,000 deductible.

For clinic policies: if five or more policyholders are

seeking reimbursement in the policy period, an aggre-

gate limit of $150,000 applies to all policyholders for all

Medicare investigations during the policy cycle. The cov-

erage does not apply to any customary, routine or rec-

onciliation audit conducted by Medicare or Medicaid.

Policyholder Practice Assessment
ISMIE policyholders who successfully complete a practice

assessment can earn 5% premium discount for two policy

years!

The practice assessment involves and ISMIE risk manage-

ment specialist conducting on on-site assessment to ensure

that the most current and effective risk management tech-

niques are in place.Assessments are available to both office-

based and non-office based physicians of any specialty,

including hospital-based physicians.To ensure timely comple-

tion by year end, ISMIE recommends you request a practice

assessment by the priority deadline of April 1.

Please contact the Risk Management Division at 800-782-

4767 ext. 3300 or email riskmanagement@ismie.com

Medical Records Requests for 2013
ISMS publishes updated guides each year covering the

latest medical records copying rates, retention guideline

and the impact of HIPAA – for members only. Log on

to www.isms.org  to access the 2013 Medical Record

Quick Guide and download the 2013 version of ISMS’

Medical Record Fees Under HIPAA and Illinois Law
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The Illinois Senate passed S.B. 622, a measure that would hike

medical licensure fees for the next two “three-year licensure

cycles” from $300 to $690 for in-state renewals, from $600 to

$1380 for out-of-state renewals, to $700 for first-time appli-

cants and to $230 for residency training permits.

After the next two licensure cycles, the fee would drop to

$500 for first-time applicants, $501 for in-state license

renewals and to $750 for out-of-state renewals.

The higher licensure fees during the next two cycles would

be used to repay monies previously swept from the

Medical Disciplinary Fund and used for other state programs.

ISMS opposes this legislation because physicians would still

be “on the hook” for restoring this money, essentially pay-

ing twice for the licensure and disciplinary process.

The bill most recently under consideration by the Illinois House

of Representatives does not return the previously swept $9 mil-

lion to the Medical Disciplinary Fund and hold docs accountable

for paying back the swept fund through hefty medical licensure

fee increases. It is anticipated an amended S.B. 622 will be voted

on by the House of Representatives

You may have heard that the reason a solution to the licen-

sure issue hasn’t occurred yet is due to the ISMS opposition

to a fee increase.This assertion is not accurate. ISMS has sup-

ported several measures that would resolve the funding crisis

and include a licensure fee increases. ISMS remains supportive

of legislation such as HB1001 and SB 1494 which would solve

the crisis in a more sensible manner.

Visit the legislative action hub at www.isms.org for updates

on the Medical Disciplinary Fund shortfall.

Legislative Update on Licensure Fees
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Accelerated Rehabilitation Center
Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

Mike Rose,Amber Kotels, Kim Alexander

Bickford Senior Living/Heartland Hospice
Assisted & Independent Living/Hospice Care

Carrie Luttrell,Tammy Christiansen

BMO Harris Private Bank
Wealth Management

Kathy Weber, Bruce Vandegrift

Doctors Direct Insurance
Professional Liability Insurance 

Citlally Mancilla,Travis Watts

Illinois Public Health/Illinois HIV Care Connect
Michael Maginnn

Illinois State Medical Society
Physician Advocacy 

Corey McGee

ISMIE Mutual Insurance Company
Professional Liability Insurance

Jon Olson

Medical Protective
Professional Liability Insurance

Jamie Schamper

Physicians’ Benefit Trust
Life & Health Insurance Products

Catherine Calanni

ProAssurance 
Professional Liability Insurance

Lynelle Jackson-Evans,Teresa Mallars

R. T. Nelson & Associates/Benefit 
Planning Service
Professional Liability, Group & Office Insurance

John Lappe, John Harezlak

Highlights from the Annual Meeting and Vendor’s Fair
The Vendor’s Fair held prior to the annual meeting gives physicians, their spouses and office managers an opportunity to meet

with and discuss products/services they provide.The Board of Directors wishes to thank the following vendors that participat-

ed in this event

PREMIER SPONSOR:
SAVANT CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, INC

Wealth Management

Brian Knabe, MD,Tom Muldowney,Tawn Jacobs
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President’s Message

Frank J. Nicolosi, President

The Winnebago County Medical Society Annual Meeting, held

at the Forest Hills Country Club on January 30, 2013, was a

great event with a fantastic turnout. Dr.William Werner, ISMS

President was our featured speaker. Savant Capital

Management offered input on new tax laws for 2013.

Dr.William Kobler,AMA Trustee, reported that the AMA

focus is: shaping delivery and payment models that enhance

professional satisfaction; improving patient’s health outcome

while reducing healthcare expenditures and indirect costs

over time; and accelerating change in medical education to

bridge the gap between current training and the future need

of the evolving health care system.

Dr.Werner updated those present on ISMS efforts for 2013:

work with the Illinois Department of Professional Regulation

on the licensure fees legislation, extension of the medical

practice act for ten years, scope of practice issues, the Illinois

Health Insurance Exchange will be set up in October.

Since our annual meeting on January 30th a lot has hap-

pened…..The following day,Thursday January 31, 2013, along

with President Werner, District 12 Trustee, Dr. John DeGuide,

myself, our Executive Director Jan Corirossi and ISMS repre-

sentative John Maszinski, all met at the Rockford Register Star

building with their editorial board to discuss the current issue

of: should the Illinois legislature vote to raise the three year

cycle licensing fee to $750 for 3yrs. This would reportedly

help pay back and refund the over $9 million dollars that the

state has taken out ‘swept’ from our physicians’ medical fund

over the recent past years.The current 3 year cycle fee is

$300 and this would be a 250% increase in our fees.

Many of you have probably read the Register Star’s editorial

of February 6, 2013 that supported the ISMS physicians’

rebuttal of agreeing to increase the fee from $300 to $500.

This increase would more than compensate the state govern-

ment in allowing the Illinois Department of Financial and

Professional Registration to function adequately.The issue is

still being negotiated, but hopefully for all, it will be settled

soon.

Other recent activities included the ISMS Board of Trustees

Meeting on Saturday, February 2, 2013 held in Chicago. From

our medical society, Dr. John DeGuide our Trustee, myself, as

chair of the Medical-Legal Council, and our executive director

Jan Corirossi attended. Physicians from southern Illinois flew

into Chicago for the meeting to take part in the discussion

regarding current issues facing ISMS such as IDFPR licensure

issue, legislation, Medicaid expansion and communications

with physicians statewide.

On February 6, 2013, the WCMS Finance Committee met to

discuss our budget and issues relating to our future finances.

Then on Monday February 11, 2013 was Dave Syverson’s

Annual Legislative luncheon at the Radisson Hotel. Senator

Syverson has always been a supporter of organized medicine

and we appreciate his efforts over the years.

Besides the above, the Fit Families Task Force meetings have

been attended by board members, Dr. Bill Kobler, Dr. Mitchell

King, Dr. John DeGuide and Jan Corirossi. Dr. Roger

Greenlaw, Dr.William Baskin, Dr. Martin Lipsky, and Andrea

Homann are also members of the task force.The task force

oversees our Food is Elementary program at Haskell

Academy, Maria Montessori, Marshall schools and the

Discovery Centers after school program.

Dr. John DeGuide and myself and others have been also mak-

ing calls to our local state senators and representatives to

support the ISMS’s position on the above-mentioned ‘licensing

fees’ proposed increases.

The election of officers for the 2013 Board of Directors took

place at the annual meeting, the listing of the Board is on the

back page of this newsletter.
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ISMS Board of Trustees Report
Our recent Board of Trustees

meeting provided a chance to get

caught up on all of the issues that

the Illinois State Medical Society

will be working on in 2013. It is

already shaping up to be an

extremely busy year on the legisla-

tive front, and ISMS also has a

number of exciting new education-

al opportunities on the horizon.

Last fall’s election delivered dozens

of new members to Illinois’ General Assembly. Some

members made the move from the House to the Senate,

others stepped down from office, and a few were granted

“early retirement” by the voters in their district. These

changes are significant, because the early days of a new

General Assembly are a critical time for educating these

new members.

ISMS has successfully advocated against scope of practice

expansions with previous general assemblies, but with so

many new faces we must again explain the facts.Tinkering

with scope laws could harm patient safety and allow some

health professionals to work beyond what they are trained

to do. Our work with lawmakers reinforces the impor-

tance of the physician-led medical team and why this is the

best model for providing quality patient care.

Several scope bills have already been introduced and many

follow similar themes to what we’ve dealt with in recent

years. This year, two groups have been especially aggressive

in reaching for scope legislation. Our lobbying team is

actively working to head off attempts by APNs seeking

practice independence and psychologists seeking the

authority to prescribe. On other fronts, dentists are seek-

ing the authority to administer vaccinations, the direct-

entry midwives once again seek licensure, and so do

“naturopathic physicians.” The net result of all of these

incursions would be a considerably less stable health and

wellness landscape for the patients of Illinois, and ISMS is

working hard to protect them and you.

Over the last year, ISMS has increased its focus on high-

quality educational programming for members and poten-

tial members, which will be a vital component of a strategy

to connect with Illinois’ changing physician needs and com-

munity.The new lineup of events and seminars can help

physicians grow in leadership and professionalism, and pro-

vide practical strategies for success in a changing health

care system. Because these events offer tangible and signifi-

cant value for members’ dues dollars, they are the founda-

tion of our recruitment and retention efforts.

All these seminars will be recorded and offered as webina-

rs through InReach. ISMS members will be able to obtain

CME credit and watch video footage of the seminars at

their convenience.

In addition, once the InReach catalog is online in the first

quarter of 2013, ISMS members will be able to purchase

CME programming on current topics that are offered by

other state medical societies.Also, ISMS-produced pro-

gramming will be available for purchase by other state soci-

ety members.

A summary of the current schedule of educational semi-

nars in 2013 is below. In addition, online-only webinars

developed by ISMS will be offered later in the year.

May 3 Effective Strategies for Independent Practice 

(Oak Brook)

May 8 Permanent Partial Impairment Ratings 

(Oak Brook)

May 16 Finding Your Port in Healthcare’s Perfect 

Storm (Oak Brook)

May 17 Medical Legal Partnerships: Collaborating to 

Transform Health Care for Vulnerable Patients 

(Carbondale)

May 23 Permanent Partial Impairment Ratings and 

the Illinois Workers’ Compensation System 

(Springfield)

June 27 The Art of Physician Collaboration 

(Springfield)

You have shown your commitment to your profession

through you membership, but our responsibility can’t end

with individual membership. We must urge our colleagues

to stand with us on the issues that affect every physician,

regardless of age, specialty, or practice. It takes all of us to

empower ISMS to be our strong and reliable advocate.

There are many forces working to splinter our interests.

As physicians, we are all in this together.

John DeGuide, MD

ISMS Trustee
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

NONPROFIT ORG.

Directors
Michelle Apple, Medical Student

David G. Cable, MD, 815-397-7900

John J. DeGuide, MD, 815-397-7340

(ISMS District 12 Trustee) 

Gary P. Fernando, MD, 815-490-1600

Don E. Hinderliter, MD, 815-562-8900

John P. Holden, MD, (ISMS delegate) 815-229-1700

Binoy Kamal, MD, 815-226-2000

Mark J. Kellen, MD, (ISMS delegate) 815-971-4000

Mitchell S. King, MD, (ISMS alt delegate) 815-395-5610

William E. Kobler, MD, (AMA Trustee) 815-484-7050

Dennis G. Norem, MD, (ISMS delegate) 815-971-2000

Susan Wcislak, Medical Student

Staff
Janet Corirossi – Executive Director – 815-395-9267

The Board of Directors of the Winnebago County Medical Society meets on the fourth Monday of each month,

6:30pm at the Medical Society office.

Our phone number is 815-395-9267(wcms); fax number 815-484-4109, e-mail wcms1@aol.com, and web site

www.wcmsonline.com.

President
Frank J. Nicolosi, MD, 815-547-5461

(ISMS alterenate delegate)

Vice President
Christopher M. Gibbs, MD 815-397-7340

(ISMS delegate)

Secretary/Treasurer
Richard E. Field, MD, 815-226-1172
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